
 

 

Notice of meeting and agenda 

 

 

City of Edinburgh Council 

 

10.00 am Thursday, 26th August, 2021 

 

Virtual Meeting - via Microsoft Teams 

 

This is a public meeting and members of the public are welcome to watch the live 

webcast on the Council’s website. 

The law allows the Council to consider some issues in private. Any items under “Private 

Business” will not be published, although the decisions will be recorded in the minute. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contacts 

Email:  gavin.king@edinburgh.gov.uk 

Tel:  0131 529 4239 
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1. Order of business 

1.1   Including any notices of motion and any other items of business 

submitted as urgent for consideration at the meeting. 

 

 

2. Declaration of interests 

2.1   Members should declare any financial and non-financial interests 

they have in the items of business for consideration, identifying 

the relevant agenda item and the nature of their interest. 

 

 

3. Deputations 

3.1   If any 

 

 

4. Minutes 

4.1   The City of Edinburgh Council of 24 June 2021 – submitted for 

approval as a correct record 

 

17 - 140 

5. Leader's Report 

5.1   Leader’s report 

 

141 - 144 

6. Appointments 

6.1   Elected Member Champion - Older People – Report by the 

Executive Director of Corporate Services 

145 - 148 

7. Reports 

7.1   Review of Political Management Arrangements – Report by the 

Executive Director of Corporate Services 

149 - 156 
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7.2   The Scheme of Delegation – Report by the Executive Director of 

Corporate Services 

157 - 272 

7.3   Consultation Response to Ethical Standards Commissioner - 

Strategic Plan 2021-24 – Report by the Executive Director of 

Corporate Services 

273 - 278 

7.4   Council Rolling Actions Log – August 2021 

 

279 - 288 

7.5   Report in Relation to a Legal Case 

(a) Report by the Monitoring Officer 

(b) Supplementary Confidential Report by the Monitoring Officer 

 

289 - 336 

7.6   Treasury Management - Annual Report 2020/21 – referral from 

the Finance and Resources Committee 

 

337 - 356 

7.7   Revenue Monitoring 2020/21 - Outturn Report - referral from the 

Finance and Resources Committee 

 

357 - 374 

7.8   Strategic Review of Parking - Results of Phase 2 Consultation 

and General Update – referral from the Transport and 

Environment Committee 

 

375 - 730 

7.9   Reform of Transport Arm's Length External Organisations – 

referral from the Transport and Environment Committee 

 

731 - 746 

8. Motions 

8.1   By Councillor Mowat – Drainage 

“Council 

 



 

City of Edinburgh Council - 26 August 2021 Page 4 of 15 

 

 

Council notes that motions from Councillors in August 2020 and 

August 2013 have asked officers to engage with Scottish Water 

and then report back as to how flooding in the event of heavy 

rainfall can be mitigated.  Is concerned that after flooding in 

similar areas of the city which have, in some cases, affected the 

same homes and businesses. 

Further notes that a ‘Vision for Water Management’ was reported 

to the Transport and Environment Committee in November 2020.  

While accepting this is a useful vision statement, considers that 

Council needs to be better informed of the issues around flooding 

events in Edinburgh to enable Members to respond to the 

concerns of residents and businesses, and better represent those 

interests in Council decision making and with other organisations. 

 Therefore, calls for in 1 cycle: 

A report of engagement activity with Scottish Water detailing how 

the following challenges are being addressed: 

Separation of foul water from wastewater: 

The survey of the drainage/sewerage system to ascertain where 

there are blockages, slow draining gullies and to detail what 

works needs to be done to reduce slow running drains and 

blocked gullies which lead to localised flooding during spells of 

heavy rain as agreed in the motion of 2013.  

Capacity issues with both the sewerage and drainage system and 

how this is being addressed. 

Road surface design appropriate for intense rainfall events, 

including camber angles and gully placement and the intelligent 

use of adjacent surfaces to attenuate flooding and mitigate the 

risk to property.” 

 

8.2   By Councillor Osler - Action on Flooding 

“Council notes: 

1) Notes the torrential rainfall witnessed in July 2021 which 

resulted in serious localised flooding including areas of 

Blackhall, Comely Bank, Craigleith, Drylaw, Inverleith, 

Stockbridge and Warriston. 

2) Thanks the efforts of Council officers, the emergency 

services and local residents who worked to support local 
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communities which were affected.  

3) Notes the Vision for Water Management as approved 

Transport and Environment Committee in November 2020 

which recognised how occurrences of extreme rainfall 

events will rise as a result of climate change, and that a 

progress report on the Vision is due later this year. 

4) Notes the collaborative work with Scottish Water and 

SEPA to address the complex interaction between surface 

and wastewater and to develop surface water 

management plans which identify the most critical areas in 

this city for flooding.  

5) Remains concerned that continued pressure on local 

government funding will mean the Council is unable to 

make the critical improvements which will be necessary to 

protect communities from future flooding. 

6) Therefore agrees that the Convenor of Transport and 

Environment Committee writes to both Cabinet Secretary 

for Finance and Economy and the Minister for Net Zero, 

Energy and Transport in order to seek sufficient increased 

funding to enable the necessary improvements to be 

made.” 

 

8.3   By Councillor Osler - Creating a Safer First and Last Mile Journey 

for Women and Girls 

“Council: 

 acknowledges the importance of ensuring women and girls 

can travel safely in Edinburgh including through our open 

spaces, 

 recognises ‘Safe Cities and Safe Public Spaces’ is one of 

the core partnership initiatives in action used by UN Women 

(of the United Nations) to achieve its 2018 – 2021 strategic 

plan objective of more cities and other settings having safe 

and empowering public spaces for women and girls, 

 notes Atkins’ ‘Get Home Safe’ which calls on transport 

planners and urban designers to take action to create safer 

first and last mile journeys for women, and 

recommends: improving visibility through low to the ground 
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planting and vegetation and removal of walls and barriers; 

active building frontages to provide ‘eyes on the street’; and 

providing emergency contact and digital wayfinding apps, 

and 

 calls for a report to be submitted to Transport and 

Environment Committee within two cycles on the benefits of 

adopting such recommendations and on how safety for 

women should be improved, notably in our parks and open 

spaces.” 

 

8.4   By Councillor Neil Ross - Enterprise Car Club 

“Council: 

1) Notes the recognition within the City Mobility Plan on the 

importance of the city car club scheme towards meeting 

the Council’s transport goals, and the commitment within 

the plan to strengthen partnerships with car sharing 

partners. 

2) Agrees that the car club scheme has an important role in 

addressing congestion and on-street parking capacity by 

encouraging shared car usage and a reduction in private 

car ownership. 

3) Notes that while the Council’s website hosts a map of car 

club locations and a link to the Enterprise Car Club 

website, it does not provide a clear process for people to 

suggest or request new car club locations. 

4) Agrees that officers should follow the example of the 

Cyclehoop scheme, where residents are able to suggest 

new locations, and create a system to allow residents to 

suggest new sites for car club spaces. 

5) Requests that such a system be put in place and reported 

to the Transport and Environment Committee within two 

cycles.” 

 

 

8.5   By Councillor Mitchell - Goldenacre Steps 

“Council: 
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1) Notes that the Goldenacre Steps form part of the adopted 

network under ‘City Development’. 

2) Acknowledges that the ‘City Development’ account is now 

obsolete, requires to be updated and officially transferred 

to an existing department and team. 

3) Therefore agrees that the Executive Director of Place shall 

prepare a report for the next meeting of the Transport and 

Environment Committee which will include: 

a) A list of the existing adopted network remaining 

under ‘City Development’. 

b) A transfer of the remaining ‘City Development’ 

network to appropriate department teams. 

 c) Any referrals of the report to appropriate 

committees.” 

 

8.6   By Councillor Laidlaw - Platinum Jubilee Holiday - June 2022 

“Council: 

1) Notes that to celebrate HM The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 

the UK government has announced a special four-day 

bank holiday weekend to include Thursday 2nd June and 

Friday 3rd June 2022. 

2) Recognises the momentous occasion of Her Majesty 

celebrating 70 years of serving her country and 

Commonwealth and that this will be the first time any 

British monarch has celebrated a platinum jubilee. 

3) Notes the four days will include special celebrations and 

festivities including public and community events. 

4) Recognises that Edinburgh, as Scotland’s capital and the 

site of Her Majesty’s official residence in Scotland, will play 

a key part in these celebrations. 

5) Notes that currently City of Edinburgh Council offices and 

libraries are scheduled to be open on existing May public 

holidays in 2022. 

6) Notes City of Edinburgh schools are scheduled to be 

closed on Victoria Day on Monday 23 May 2022. 
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7) Acknowledges that additional public holidays are a fitting 

reward for the hard-work our employees have undertaken 

during the pandemic. 

8) Approves a one-off closure of Council offices and libraries 

2nd and 3rd June 2022 and a two-day holiday for all Council 

staff; taken in lieu for those who provide essential services 

over the jubilee holiday weekend. 

9) Approves closure of schools on 2nd and 3rd June to allow 

pupils to join their parents in enjoying the celebrations, in 

lieu of the Victoria Day holiday.” 

 

8.7   By Councillor Staniforth - Council Condemns Homophobic Attack 

“1) Council condemns the homophobic attack that occurred on 

Leith Street on the evening of Friday 27th July. 

2) Council reaffirms that Edinburgh Council will work to 

ensure that Edinburgh is an inclusive city in which all 

people feel safe regardless of their sexuality, gender 

identity, race or any other protected characteristic. 

3) Council affirms that as the city opens up and comes out of 

Covid regulations everyone has a right to enjoy those 

freedoms without fear of harassment or assault.” 

 

 

8.8   By Councillor Burgess - Fossil Fuel Non Proliferation Treaty 

“This Council; 

1) Notes that the recent report from the United Nations 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), has 

been described as ‘a code red for humanity’ by the 

Secretary General of the United Nations; 

2) Notes the latest IPCC report reaffirms the vital need for 

rapid and significant reduction of climate-changing 

pollution; 

3) Notes that the UN Paris Climate Agreement is largely 

silent with respect to the supply and production of fossil 

fuels - coal, oil and gas – the largest source of climate-

changing pollution; 
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4) Notes that global governments and the fossil fuel industry 

are currently planning to produce an estimated 120% more 

emissions by 2030 than what is needed to limit warming 

to 1.5°C and avert catastrophic climate disruption, and that 

this risks undermining global efforts to reduce climate-

changing pollution; 

5) Notes that the economic opportunities presented by a 

clean energy transition far outweigh the opportunities 

presented by an economy supported by expanding fossil 

fuel use and extraction; 

6) Believes that Scotland should be committed, as part of our 

Climate Emergency response, to a just energy transition 

and to ambitious investments in green infrastructure and 

industries that will create jobs and rapidly decarbonize our 

economy; 

7) Recognises the global initiative underway calling for a 

‘Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty’ aimed at ending new 

fossil fuel exploration and expansion, phasing out existing 

production in line with the global commitment to limit 

warming to 1.5°C, and accelerating equitable transition 

plans; 

8) Notes that other leading cities including Barcelona, 

Toronto, Los Angeles and Sydney have endorsed the call 

for a Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty; 

9) Therefore endorses the call for a Fossil Fuel Non-

Proliferation Treaty and urges the Scottish Government to 

support this initiative.” 

 

9. Congratulatory Motions 

9.1   By Councillor McNeese-Mechan - The Edinburgh Festival 

Voluntary Guides Association  75th Anniversary 

“Council notes: 

The roots of the Edinburgh Festival Voluntary Guides Association 

go back to 1947. That was when Sir John Falconer, the Lord 

Provost of Edinburgh and the driving force behind the first 

Edinburgh Festival, appealed for local people to volunteer to run 
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walking tours of the Royal Mile for the many visitors that were 

expected to attend the Festival. Twelve volunteers stepped 

forward. The tours, which were advertised in the Festival's official 

Souvenir Programme, attracted large numbers of visitors and 

received favourable mentions in the press. 

Further volunteers were recruited for the 1948 Festival, at which 

point the group was officially constituted as the Edinburgh 

Festival Voluntary Guides Association, with John Bowman, a 

former City Water Engineer, serving as its first president. In 1998, 

in order to increase their public profile, they became officially part 

of the Edinburgh Festival Fringe rather than the International 

Festival. They have been running tours as part of the 

International Festival and the Festival Fringe ever since. 

Since 2003, the Association has been entirely self-supporting. 

They receive no public funding of any kind but are, instead, 

financed by donations and by the charges they make for custom 

tours outside the Festival season. 

In 2013, they were obliged to move their base out of Cannonball 

House - after 67 years. Thanks to the support of the City of 

Edinburgh Council, they now use the City Chambers as their 

meeting point. 

In 2019, the Association became part of the Edinburgh's Open 

Streets project, in which most of the Royal Mile and other streets 

in the Old Town are closed to traffic – and therefore open to 

visitors on foot - on one Sunday afternoon each month. These 

afternoons have provided them with an excellent opportunity to 

run their tours in a traffic-free environment. 

In acknowledging the positive work of the Edinburgh Festival 

Voluntary Guides Association, Council requests that the Lord 

Provost, who is the patron of the Association, marks their 75th 

Anniversary in an appropriate way.” 

 

9.2   By Councillor Rae - Great British Sewing Bee Winner 

“Council is delighted to recognise and congratulate Ms Serena 

Baker, the Glasgow born Edinburgh medical student, currently in 

her fourth year of study, who took time out from nurturing patients 

to nurture our hearts and minds by winning The Great British 

 



 

City of Edinburgh Council - 26 August 2021 Page 11 of 15 

 

 

Sewing Bee 2021. 

Her skill, precision, dexterity and creativity together with her 

warmth and personality revealed her to be an enormous credit to 

both cities, and her country, but more importantly, in a time of 

crisis, to the NHS which we are all incredibly thankful for. 

With links to both Glasgow and Edinburgh, Serena became the 

third winner of iconic programmes this year, following Edinburgh 

student Peter Sawkins Bake-off win and Glasgow’s Laurence 

Chaney who took the Drag Race crown, ensuring a clean sweep 

for Scotland. 

Council asks that Serena be officially congratulated by the Lord 

Provost, and that she and her family be invited to celebrate with 

us at a suitable event in the future when such events resume.” 

 

10. Questions 

10.1   By Councillor Munro - Care Plan – for answer by the Chair of the 

Edinburgh Integration Joint Board 

 

747 - 748 

10.2   By Councillor Munro - Care Home Closures – for answer by the 

Chair of the Edinburgh Integration Joint Board 

 

749 - 750 

10.3   By Councillor Munro - Care Home Reports – Funding – for 

answer by the Chair of the Edinburgh Integration Joint Board 

 

751 - 752 

10.4   By Councillor Munro - Care Home Reports – Improvements – for 

answer by the Chair of  the Edinburgh Integration Joint Board 

 

753 - 754 

10.5   By Councillor Munro - Drum Brae Care Home – for answer by the 

Chair of the Edinburgh Integration Joint Board 

 

755 - 756 
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10.6   By Councillor Lang - Bus Network Review – for answer by the 

Convener of the Transport and Environment Committee 

 

757 - 758 

10.7   By Councillor Lang - Play Parks Funding – for answer by the 

Convener of the Culture and Communities Committee 

 

759 - 760 

10.8   By Councillor Osler - Road Gullies – for answer by the Convener 

of the Transport and Environment Committee 

 

761 - 762 

10.9   By Councillor Osler - Emptying Household Bins – for answer by 

the Convener of the Transport and Environment Committee 

 

763 - 764 

10.10   By Councillor Johnston - The 2021-31 Sustainable Capital 

Budget Strategy – for answer by the Convener of the Transport 

and Environment Committee 

 

765 - 766 

10.11   By Councillor Whyte - Management Rules for Public Parks and 

Greenspace – for answer by the Convener of the Transport and 

Environment Committee 

 

767 - 768 

10.12   By Councillor Rust - Furlough Payments – for answer by the 

Convener of the Finance and Resources Committee 

 

769 - 770 

10.13   By Councillor Rust - Spaces for People - Cycle Lanes – for 

answer by the Convener of the Transport and Environment 

Committee 

 

771 - 772 

10.14   By Councillor Rust - Spaces for People Expenditure – for answer 773 - 776 
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by the Convener of the Transport and Environment Committee 

 

10.15   By Councillor Jim Campbell - Protracted Delay in Amendments 

and Addendums being published for June Council – for answer 

by the Lord Provost 

 

777 - 778 

10.16   By Councillor Jim Campbell - Blocked Gullies – for answer by the 

Convener of the Transport and Environment Committee 

 

779 - 780 

10.17   By Councillor McLellan - Council's Unanimous Dismay at SNP 

MSP James Dornan – for answer by the Leader of the Council 

 

781 - 782 

10.18   By Councillor Brown - Garden Bin Tax - Cash Payment Options – 

for answer by the Convener of the Transport and Environment 

Committee 

 

783 - 784 

10.19   By Councillor Mitchell - Waste and Cleansing Staff Injuries – for 

answer by the Convener of the Transport and Environment 

Committee 

 

785 - 786 

10.20   By Councillor Webber - Re-branding of Spaces for People – for 

answer by the Convener of the Transport and Environment 

Committee 

 

787 - 788 

10.21   By Councillor Webber - Garden Waste Collection – for answer by 

the Convener of the Finance and Resources Committee 

 

789 - 790 

10.22   By Councillor Rust - Spaces for People Red Audit Finding – for 

answer by the Convener of the Transport and Environment 

791 - 792 
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Committee 

 

10.23   By Councillor Whyte - Burned Memorial Benches – for answer by 

the Vice-Convener of the Transport and Environment Committee 

 

793 - 794 

10.24   By Councillor Booth - Site Options for GME Secondary – for 

answer by the Convener of the Education, Children and Families 

Committee 

 

795 - 796 

10.25   By Councillor Booth - Leader's Meeting with Gaelic Parents – for 

answer by the Leader of the Council 

 

797 - 798 

Andrew Kerr 

Chief Executive 

 

Information about the City of Edinburgh Council 

The City of Edinburgh Council consists of 63 Councillors and is elected under 

proportional representation.  The City of Edinburgh Council usually meets once a 

month and the Lord Provost is the Convener when it meets. 

This meeting of the City of Edinburgh Council is being held virtually by Microsoft 

Teams. 

Further information 

If you have any questions about the agenda or meeting arrangements, please contact 

Gavin King, Committee Services, City of Edinburgh Council, Business Centre 2.1, 

Waverley Court, 4 East Market Street, Edinburgh EH8 8BG,  Tel 0131 529 4239, email 

gavin.king@edinburgh.gov.uk. 

The agenda, minutes and public reports for this meeting and all the main Council 

committees can be viewed online by going to the Council’s online Committee Library.  

Live and archived webcasts for this meeting and all main Council committees can be 

viewed online by going to the Council’s Webcast Portal. 

mailto:gavin.king@edinburgh.gov.uk
https://democracy.edinburgh.gov.uk/ieDocHome.aspx?bcr=1
https://edinburgh.public-i.tv/core/portal/home
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Webcasting of Council meetings 

Please note this meeting may be filmed for live and subsequent broadcast via the 

Council’s internet site – at the start of the meeting the Lord Provost will confirm if all or 

part of the meeting is being filmed. 

The Council is a Data Controller under the General Data Protection Regulation and 

Data Protection Act 2018.   

We broadcast Council meetings to fulfil our public task obligation to enable members of 

the public to observe the democratic process.  Data collected during this webcast will 

be retained in accordance with the Council’s published policy including, but not limited 

to, for the purpose of keeping historical records and making those records available via 

the Council’s internet site. 

Any information presented by individuals to the Council at a meeting, in a deputation or 

otherwise, in addition to forming part of a webcast that will be held as a historical 

record, will also be held and used by the Council in connection with the relevant matter 

until that matter is decided or otherwise resolved (including any potential appeals and 

other connected processes).  Thereafter, that information will continue to be held as 

part of the historical record in accordance with the paragraphs above. 

If you have any queries regarding this, and, in particular, if you believe that use and/or 

storage of any particular information would cause, or be likely to cause, substantial 

damage or distress to any individual, please contact Committee Services 

(committee.services@edinburgh.gov.uk). 

 

mailto:committee.services@edinburgh.gov.uk

